
Lake County Attendance Contest
By Kailey Snell and Sharon Huggins

     The Lake County Office of Education (LCoE) hosted 
round two of a countywide attendance contest among all 
the Lake County schools, including nearly 10,000 students, 
during the week of March 18 through March 22, 2019 in 
order to attack the problem of chronic absenteeism and 
to raise money and morale for the schools. The first 
Attendance Challenge week was October 15 – 19, 2018.
     As Superintendent Catherine Stone said in her 
Middletown Unified School District (MUSD) post on 
Facebook, “Attendance is so important. We know you’ve all 
read the facts about how it impacts reading and 
achievement, and so many other things. But it also 
impacts our funding.”
     Middletown Schools fared well in the contest placing in 
the top three in multiple categories though not capturing 
the top spot in any. These schools included Middletown 
Preschool, Coyote Valley Elementary School, Minnie 
Cannon Elementary School, Middletown Middle School, 
and Middletown High School.
     “Congratulations to our 2018-2019 Attendance Challenge 
Winners! Thank you for your participation in this fun, yet 
important event highlighting the importance of consistent 
attendance during the school year,” said the results page 
on the Lake County Office of Education (LCoE) website.
     Winning schools receive $500 and bragging rights. 
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March Honor Roll 
Assembly

By Daniela Garibo
The March Honor Roll assembly 

happened Friday, March 28, 2019. Our 
amazing school principal, Mrs. FIscher, 
started off by saying a few things about 
attendance, good behavior for the little 
kids, and the honors for the older kids ( 
4-6th). Perfect attendance was given to 
the kids who have been here every 
single day of the trimester. There was a 
good amount of kids who got perfect 
attendance. Mrs. Fischer then 
announced that we were moving on to 
good behavior awards. That means you 
haven't got in trouble for the trimester - 
no Refocus Forms, no Think Times, no 
major demerits. She started off with 
kindergarten and worked her way up to 
6th grade. The good behavior awards 
were all handed out so they began to 
pass out the Honor Roll, High Honors, and 
Principal’s Liist. The awards were all 
handed out and the assembly was 
dismissed.

Look for the Menzio Middletown 
Weather Reports at:

http://coltschronicle.middletownusd.org/

http://huggins.middletownusd.org/



Q: Why can’t you borrow money from a leprechaun?

A: They’re always a little short. 3

Holidays
Picture from Joe’s Dump

Saint Patrick’s Day was on March 17th. It is a global holiday celebrating Irish culture around the 
world. The practical origins of the holiday are that it remembers St Patrick, one of Ireland's patron 
saints. He ministered Christianity in Ireland during the fifth century. Saint Patrick died March 17, 461, 
and that is why Saint Patrick’s Day is on March 17. Saint Patrick was born in Roman Britain, he was 
kidnaped at age 16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. He wasn’t even born in Ireland. Saint Patrick 
escaped, but then returned in 432 to convert the Irish to Christianity. Saint Patrick’s real name is 
Maewyn Succat. These days, though, many people use the holiday to celebrate Irish culture in 
general and their favorite parts of Irish culture in specific. People like to dress in green and pinch 
people who don’t dress in green. People like to tell wild stories to show they have “the gift of the gab.” 
Sometimes on Saint Patrick’s Day people like to collect four-leaf clovers. Many people believe the 
clovers bring good luck.

We asked the Hawkins brothers a few questions involving St Patrick's and themselves. The first 
brother who Cambria and I interviewed was Owen. We asked Owen, “How old are you turning?” His 
response was, “I’m turning 9 years old!” Then we asked him, “Do you like your birthday being on St. 
Patrick's day”? The words that came out of Owen’s mouth were, “Well I like it but, I have to celebrate 
my birthday with my brother (Jon).” The second question we asked Owen was “Do you get more or 
less presents because your birthday is on St Patrick's day?” The response we got from him was, “I get 
less because of how close Jon’s birthday is to mine”.  Finally we asked the last question for Owen and 
the question was,” “Do you like the color green?” He responded with,”No”. 
     Now we moved on to Jon. So it was a little hard to ask Jon questions because he kept messing 
around. The first question we asked Jon was,”Do you wish your birthday was on St. Patrick's Day and 
why or why not?” Jon said, “No, because it would be the same as Owen’s”.  We asked Jon, “do you like 
celebrating your birthday with your brother?” Jon responded with, “Yes because I get more presents 
and I can brag to Owen”. “Do you have to share your presents with each other?” Jon responded with,” 
No, and that is a good thing”. The final question we asked Jon was,”Do you like the color green?” And 
the final answer we got was, “No, because it represents my brother’s birthday”. Tough interview! But 
we all know and love the Hawkins brothers and we know they really love each other too. Enjoy Saint 
Patrick's Day and may you find a lucky clover! We hope that you enjoyed are article we wrote!

St. Patrick’s Day
By Sylvia Reyes and Cambria Salmina 



More Holidays 

St. Patrick's Day Lore / 
History
By Sydney Ryon

     St. Patricks Day is known for its green 
color scheme, but did you know that it 
wasn't always? A while ago the color that 
was associated with Saint Patrick’s Day was 
blue because Ireland's color was blue.. But 
the color we think of today is green and that 
happened because green is one of the 
colors in Ireland's tri-color flag. This color 
has been the color for the flags of several 
Irish revolutionary groups in history. That 
was some history, now the lore is very 
interesting. Iit all starts with leprechauns. 
They're short.  They're wrinkled,. They’re 
well-dressed. They’re mischievous. They’re 
happening. They're leprechauns, the 
mischievous small creatures who have 
become one of the best-known Irish 
symbols. It’s funny, though, that they first 
wore red, not green. What’s going on with 
these colors?! So you may be wondering 
how did leprechauns become involved in 
Saint Patrick's Day. Well it is said that If you 
capture a leprechaun it will show you to its 
pot of gold that is at the end of a rainbow, 
for freedom and grant you 3 wishes. But be 
careful.  They are tricky and devious little 
fairy folk. A fun fact is that every year in 
Colorado they dye their river completely 
green!

Happy Saint Patrick's Day! 4

Mardi Gras
By Talulah Madrid

Mardi Gras is a holiday 
celebrated in New Orleans every 
year.  Mardi Gras is the last day of 
New Orleans’ annual carnival. This 
year it started on January 6. It is also 
known as Three Kings Day or Twelve 
Days of Christmas and it ends on 
Mardi Gras, March 6. During Mardi 
Gras traditionally people in the city 
of New Orleans wear costumes of 
things like clowns and jesters. Most 
tourists thought they just wear 
purple, green, and gold clothing 
with bead necklaces and face 
paintings, but they have a lot of 
different looks. Mardi Gras or Fat 
Tuesday,  was originally a religious 
holiday where everyone stuffed 
their face with delicacies such as 
Seafood Boil, Crab Cake, Pancakes, 
and Shrimp and Grits. Mardi Gras is 
always followed by Ash Wednesday. 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of 
Lent. In conclusion, I think that Mardi 
Gras is a fun and exciting holiday 
that celebrates the traditions of 
New Orleans. 

Duckster.com says: The celebration goes by different 
names throughout the world. Another name is Pancake 
Day. Pancake Day comes from England where it was 
common tradition to use up all the eggs, milk, and 
butter in the kitchen prior to Ash Wednesday. These 
ingredients were often used to make pancakes.



        

Aquamarine 
By Raelyn Stanton and Phoebe Jessen  

Aquamarine is the birthstone of 
March.  It is normally found in Brazil. It 
was found in 1910 and was first used by 
the Greeks. The Greeks used Aquamarine 
for jewelry believing it captured the true 
spirit of the sea. The first name for 
Aquamarine was beryl, then several 
centuries ago, they gave it an English 
name - Aquamarine. In Latin 
Aquamarine means “seawater”. The 
Greeks called aquamarine ακουαμαρίνης 
(aq-a-mine-enes).  When people look at 
aquamarine they think of the islands in 
Greece and the Caribbean on a sunny 
day. But the gem can take a lot of other 
colors depending on weather conditions. 
Today aquamarine is considered a 
symbol of many things like faithfulness, 
courage, and, best of all,  friendship. Next 
month we will tell you about diamonds 
for April.
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Taking a closer look with…

Features

PI Day
By Elizabeth Eddings 

March 14 marks Pi Day, an 
annual celebration of the 
mathematical sign pi. Founded in 
1988 by physicist Larry Shaw, March 
14 was selected because the 
numerical date (3.14) represents the 
first three digits of pi, and it also 
happens to be Albert Einstein's 
birthday—the perfect pi-incidence.  Pi 
day is celebrated by eating lots of 
pie and talking about it.  Pi day is 
celebrated in countries that follow 
the month/day (m/dd) date format, 
because the digits in the date, March 
14 or 3/14, are the first three digits of π 
(3.14).  People sometimes think that 
this day is just for nerds but many 
people celebrate this much loved 
day. 
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Jane Austen
By Lillian Marschall

Jane Austen was born on December 16, 
1775 in Steventon, United Kingdom.  Jane 
Austen was a famous novelist.  She was 
known for her 6 major novels: Emma, Sense 
and Sensibility, and more. Some of  her 
books turned into popular movies, for 
example, Sense and Sensibility.   Austen liked 
to write about romance and neoclassical 
manners.   Jane Austen sadly died in 
Wincher, United Kingdom because of 
Addison’s Disease.  She never got married.   

Mrs. Rebecca (yard duty) thought that 
Jane Goodall was Jane Austen.  My grandma 
says” Jane Austen is “classic.” Mrs. Mackey 
said,”she is an amazing author.” Ms. Huggins 
is a big fan too. Jordan doesn't know who 
Jane Austen is. Chris also doesn't know who 
is Jane Austen. I asked Mrs. Lori if she knew 
who Jane Austen was, but she said she 
didn’t know.  Lily Pacheco says,” that she 
technically knows who is Jane Austen.” 
Sounds like it is time for some Jane Austen 
Awareness. Maybe we need a Jane Austen 
day.

Jane Austen’s presence in popular 
culture might surprise you. Check 
out the “Jane Austen in popular 
culture” article on Wikipedia. Jane 
Austen is so very. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_A
usten_in_popular_culture

As if!

There is no charm equal to tenderness of heart. - Jane Austen



Boston Massacre
By Elizabeth Eddings

The Boston Massacre was where the first shot of the revolutionary war 
was shot.  It was also the first fight. Hugh Montgomery was the first person to 
shoot at the Boston Massacre.  The Boston Massacre was in Boston, 
Massachusetts on March 5th of 1770. The Boston Massacre was a famous 
pre-revolutionary incident. British troops, also known as Redcoats who were 
quartered in the city, fired at American rioters killing 5 people and injuring 
many more. The British had instituted a number of new taxes on the 
American colonies including taxes on tea, glass, paper, paint, and lead 
which was one of the things that caused the Boston Massacre.  Reports 
about the event heightened tensions throughout the Thirteen Colonies, 
notably the colored engraving produced by Paul Revere. The British fired into 
a crowd without orders, instantly killing three people and wounding others, 
two of whom later died of their wounds. The Boston Massacre was known to 
the British as the Incident on King Street.  While the number of British troops 
in the colonies increased, it wasn't until the Boston Massacre occurred that 
the British took action regarding these taxes. After the Boston Massacre, the 
British removed most of the taxes created by the Townshend Acts. The 
reason the British shot at the Boston Massacre was the heavy presence of 
British troops in Boston that lead to the fatal shooting that were the direct 
results of the Townshend Acts passed by British Parliament to impose 
additional taxes on common products imported into the Colonies. After the 
Boston Massacre, the colonists reestablished the committees of 
correspondence.
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You can learn more about the Boston Massacre on Khan Academy.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/road-to-revolution/the-amer
ican-revolution/a/the-boston-massacre
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Can you make your own rainbow vortex maze? 
See if you can use Geometry to unlock the 
code. Send us your signed mazes and you might 
see them published in the next Colts 
Chronicle.
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O’Band-Aid
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